FOR TOMBSTONES

Bad Checks
- Get Weeper

Two Years

John Ernest Austin, 57, a fear- .
ful forger who made a practice
of swindling tombstone salesmen, |
Friday pleaded guilty to twp cases .
-and got two years in prison. .

He admitted passing a fraudu-:
lent check for $110 fo the Dave!.
'N. Williams Monument Company, :
3131 Grand, en Aug. 1%, 1331, pay- ..
ing $3118 for a tombstone andi
taking 33813 in ckange. i
 He also pleaded guilty to gmn"“
a phony check to the O'Shea Mon- |,
ument Works on May 17, 1351, pay- ‘-
ing $7T330 for a tombstone and 1,
taking $6150 in cash 1‘
_ Austin, @ melancholy locking fel-|
low, ordered both tombstones for
his mother, who he said had dled
recently.

At the Williams £irm, said Asst.
Dist. Atty. Clarence Bentley, the
defendant went to great pains to;
specify the kind of monument he |
‘wanted, and said he would come by !
‘to pick it up later. The company
had the tornhstone hewn to order '
before it found that the check was
no goed . '

Berntley said that at the OSnea:
firm Austin wept and said, **Moth- -
er’s Day has already gore by, and
I don't want Decoration Day to
pass without putting this on her
grave.” He told Daniel Patrick
O'Shea, who waited on him, that
he was going right to a florist's
shop next door and order some
flowers for the grave. But instead
he walked off in a hury, after’
leaving instructions to have the
tombstone shipped.

O'Skea, suspicious, telepixmed
the bark and found out at once that ;
the check was a swindle.

Crircinal Dist. Judge Fen.rv :
King, who sentenced Austin Fri-i
day, directed that his time be|
served concurently with a recent |
two-vear sentence from San An-;
tonio for forgery. Bentley said the |
Alamo City cases also involved
monument swindles.

“It seems to have been a fairl;
£ood dodge, as check swindles go,” !
observed Bentley. *After ai, who!
would ever think that a man erder-:
ing a tombstone for his mother had '
larceny in his heart?”




